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Rhode Island State Council on the Arts
Requests for Proposals for Artists and Organizations

The Rhode Island State Council on the Arts (RISCA) will accept applications that ask individual artists, arts
organizations, educational and non-profit organizations throughout Rhode Island for creative responses to
one of the following important questions.

✔ PLEASE CHECK ONE RFP ISSUE ONLY! 

• Advocacy: What can you as an artist or organization do to make the arts a 
more visible part of your community?

• Cultural Collaborations: What can you as an artist or organization do to bring 
about collaborations between artists or institutions with different cultural backgrounds?

• New Audiences: In what ways can you as an artist or organization bring the arts to 
new or expanded audiences?

• Creative Alternatives: In what ways can you as an artist incorporate environmental 
issues or concerns into the creation of your work?  

• Education: In what ways can schools, artists, and organizations collaborate to increase 
access to arts education for all students, foster the professional development of artists and
educators, and increase participation of community members in arts learning?

WHY RISCA PROVIDES PROJECT SUPPORT THROUGH RFP’s

The Rhode Island State Council on the Arts recognizes the crucial role that our state’s artists
and arts organizations play in society.  It acknowledges that the arts can and should be an
important part of community life, and play an integral role in the education of all Rhode
Islanders.  With available resources, RISCA will support projects that make the arts a more
visible and active part of the lives of Rhode Island citizens.
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RHODE ISLAND STATE COUNCIL ON THE ARTS

The Rhode Island State Council on the Arts (RISCA) is an agency of state government, created by law in 1967
to “insure that the role of the arts in the life of Rhode Island communities will continue to grow and will play
an even more significant part in the welfare and educational experience of our citizens.”  The law mandates
that RISCA’s duties shall be:

• To “stimulate and encourage... the study and presentation of the performing, visual and environmental arts”
throughout Rhode Island.

• To “survey and assess the needs of the arts” and “make recommendations to the General Assembly and 
the Governor to encourage the arts” in order to meet “the legitimate needs and aspirations” of all 
Rhode Islanders.

• To “take such steps as may be necessary” to “expand the state’s cultural resources”, as well as “encourage 
the growth of local community arts councils.”

• To “encourage and protect freedom of artistic expression” in Rhode Island.

• To “co-operate with the commission of education in all areas in which the arts are applicable to primary and
secondary education” including “educational television and other media.”

RISCA administers a number of grant programs, with deadlines set throughout the year.  Grant applications
are received from nonprofit organizations such as arts organizations, schools, community centers, social service
organizations or local governments, as well as from individual artists.  Grants are awarded to arts organiza-
tions for general operating support, as well as to non-profit organizations for specific projects that serve com-
munities throughout the state.  Individual artists apply for our highly-competitive fellowship grants — award-
ed in different arts disciplines, such as painting, music and sculpture.

Grants are awarded based on a rigorous review by advisory panels made up of experts from throughout the
state, and on occasion — to eliminate the possibility of conflict of interest — from outside the state.  Specific
criteria are established for the review of applications, with artistic quality being a principal concern.  Other
review criteria are outlined in the application material.

Most Council grants are awarded on a matching dollar basis.  This helps to insure that government funding
acts as a catalyst for private investing in the arts by individuals, corporations and foundations.  The past 
thirty years have shown that government support has resulted in increased contributions for the arts, as private
investors look toward state support as a way of assuring the quality and value of arts programs and 
organizations.

RISCA's Folk and Traditional Arts program provides technical assistance to traditional and ethnic artists. The
Program supports apprenticeships that bring master artists together with promising apprentices, in ways that
keep the arts of Rhode Island’s traditional cultures alive.

The State Arts Council does not discriminate on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex, age, national origin,
disability or sexual orientation.

In compliance with the Open Meetings Law, all Council and committee meetings are open to the public.  In
addition, upon written request, records are made available to the public.

Funds for programs and services carried out by RISCA are provided by the Rhode Island General Assembly
and the National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency.
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DEADLINES

Applications in the Request for Proposals category will be accepted at two times during the
year:

• April 1 (for activities taking place from July 1 to June 30)
• October 1 (for activities taking place from January 1 to June 30)

All completed applications, supplementary sheets, supporting materials and required copies
must be in the Council's office NO LATER THAN 4:30PM on the deadline date, or on the
following business day if the deadline falls on a weekend or holiday. The Council will not
accept applications transmitted by facsimile machine or other electronic mediums.
Incomplete or late applications will not be reviewed by the Council.

We recommend that first time applicants meet with Council staff prior to 
applying for support.

ELIGIBILITY

In order to be eligible to apply for support to RISCA, you must be one of the following:

• A nonprofit corporation, incorporated in and conducting business in the State of Rhode
Island, with 501(c)(3) tax exempt status from the Internal Revenue Service, governed by a
revolving board of directors, trustees or advisory board drawn from the community at large
and shown to be actively involved in the activities of the organization.

• Organizations that have not yet received the appropriate IRS non-profit determination
may be sponsored by an eligible nonprofit organization.  If a grant is awarded to your
organization as the sponsor of another organization, it is understood that the sponsor
organization is financially, administratively and programmatically responsible for all condi-
tions of the grant.  The sponsor is also responsible for signing the contract, compliance and
final report forms.  If organizations applying through this sponsorship process have operat-
ed for more than two years without seeking nonprofit status they must submit a written
explanation for operating in this manner..

• An individual who is a current, legal resident of the state of Rhode Island, and has been
for a minimum of twelve consecutive months prior to the date of application.  Applicants
must be at least eighteen years of age at the time of application. Students pursuing graduate
or undergraduate degrees in an arts discipline or an arts-related subject area at the time of
application may not apply for support.

• A unit of local or state government

• A public school, or a college or university with tax-exempt status

• A tax-exempt school (Catholic or independent) 
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Other considerations:

• All public performances or exhibitions must take place in a space that is physically 
accessible to people with disabilities, as required by law.

• General Operating Support (GOS) grant recipients are not eligible to apply in this 
category.  However, GOS grantees are encouraged to collaborate in RFP projects, as long 
as they are not the principal applicant.

• Divisions, branches, departments, programs, or other subunits of nonprofit corporations, 
colleges, or universities shall be ineligible to apply on their own;  applications may be 
submitted only by the parent corporation (only one application per deadline).

• In addition, former grantees who have outstanding Final Reports or other obligations to 
the Council are INELIGIBLE to apply if such obligation exists at the time of application.

WHAT WE DO AND DO NOT FUND

Council support may be used for expenses related to a specific project, such as the produc-
tion, presentation or exhibition of art, or for reasonable administrative expenses necessary
to carrying out the project.  Council support may not be used for: 

• Construction or capital expenses.

• Deficit reduction or contributions to an endowment fund.

• Fund-raising events or benefit activities.

• Prizes and awards.

• Hospitality expenses, i.e., receptions, parties, gallery openings.

• Expenses incurred prior to or after the grant cycle in which the grant has been awarded 
(7/1-6/30 for April 1 deadline; 1/1-6/30 for October 1 deadline).

• Regranting purposes.

• Activities which are part of a graduate or undergraduate degree program.

• Activities that have a religious purpose.

• Performances and exhibitions not available to the general public.

FUNDING CONDITIONS

The following conditions for funding apply to all Request for Proposal applicants:

• Organizations and individuals may only submit one application per deadline for RFP 
support for your own project.  All applicants, however, are encouraged to collaborate in 
other RISCA-funded projects.

• An organization that receives legislative funds for operating support is ineligible to receive 
funds from RISCA during the same fiscal year. Legislative funds for capital expenditures 
are exempt from this policy.
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• All grants to organizations require a dollar-for-dollar cash match.  Grants to individual 
artists do not require a dollar-for-dollar match.

• Education projects of less than ten (10) days are unlikely to be funded.  For Education 
projects of 10 days or more, preference will be given to applications that incorporate artist
planning time on a daily basis and which use artists from the Arts in Education roster, 
assuming that the project is of high quality.

• Grants awarded by the Rhode Island State Council on the Arts are provided by the Rhode 
Island State General Assembly and the National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency,
on behalf of the citizens of Rhode Island.  For that reason grant recipients must credit the 
Rhode Island State Council on the Arts on all printed material where funders and support-
ers are listed and on all printed programs.

REVIEW PROCESS

• Each application is reviewed by the staff for eligibility and completeness.  Questions or 
problems relating to eligibility or application completeness will be referred back to the 
applicant.

• Applications will be reviewed by an advisory panel that makes recommendations for 
funding to the Council.  Panel recommendations will be based on the review criteria 
outlined in these guidelines.

• The panel is comprised of artists, educators, arts administrators, Council members, and 
others with professional expertise who are familiar with the arts, its creation, exhibition or
presentation.

• A copy of RISCA’s grievance procedure is available if any applicant has evidence that the 
Council’s policies/procedures were not upheld.

TIMETABLE

The application review process follows approximately this schedule:

• Applications are due in the RISCA Office by the close of business on the deadline date 
(4:30 pm on April 1 or October 1), or on the following business day if the deadline falls 
on a weekend or holiday.

• Applications are checked by staff for accuracy and completeness, and then prepared for 
review by an advisory panel.

• Panels meet to review applications (in May/early June for April 1 applications; in 
November for October 1 applications) 

• Funding recommendations go to the Council at its next scheduled meeting (held in late 
June for the April 1 deadline, early December for the October 1 deadline).  The Council 
votes on these recommendations.
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• Grant announcements are usually made within ten days of the Council meeting, 
following legislative notification of grant awards.

• Once a grant has been awarded recipients should understand that it often takes a consider-
able amount of time for the State to issue a check.  Signing and returning your grant 
contract promptly may speed the process.  Grant funds may not be received prior to the 
start of a project, nor may they arrive at the same time each year.  Grant recipients should 
be aware of this and plan their cash flow accordingly.

ACCESS FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES

Applicants who need assistance completing an application and/or require an interpreter
should contact RISCA well in advance of the deadline.  LARGE PRINT GUIDELINES ARE
AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

• Grant applications are considered on a competitive basis.  No applicant is guaranteed 
funding at any level, even if all basic criteria have been met.

• All RISCA grant awards are contingent upon the availability of funds from the Rhode 
Island State General Assembly and the National Endowment for the Arts.

• Any fraudulent statement made in an application or support material will be grounds for 
denying a grant award.

• Grant recipients MUST credit the Rhode Island State Council on the Arts, as described 
under “Funding Conditions.”

• Grant funds must be expended during the grant cycle (July 1 to June 30 for April 1 
deadline awards; January 1 to June 30 for October 1 deadline awards).

LIMITS OF LIABILITY

The Rhode Island State Council on the Arts is not responsible for damage or loss of 
materials submitted to its office, whether or not such damage or loss is caused by negligence
of the Rhode Island State Council on the Arts, its employees, or agents.  All supporting
materials submitted must be duplications of work.  No original or single editions of works
will be accepted.

Rhode Island State Council on the Arts
83 Park Street, 6th floor
Providence, RI   02903

Phone:  401-222-3880
Fax:      401-222-3018
Email: info@risca.state.ri.us
Web: http://www.risca.state.ri.us 
TTY: 401-222-7808
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Application Checklist
Include ONE copy of this page AS THE TOP ITEM IN YOUR APPLICATION PACKET. Check off each item you have
included. This is a good way to assure that you have included every necessary item.

Organization/Individual: ______________________________________________________

Contact Person:  _____________________________________________________________

Phone (day/eve):  _____________________________________________________________

Have you included:

❑ This application checklist? (one copy)

❑ An original, signed copy of the entire application packet, plus eight complete collated application packets(total of nine
complete packets in all). Do not enclose applications in folders or binders.

Hint: this application packet includes:

❑ Application information

❑ Background information page

Please note: submit only the background page appropriate to you. Organizations, submit BACKGROUND INFORMATION

FOR ORGANIZATIONS; Individuals submit BACKGROUND INFORMATION FOR INDIVIDUALS; Schools submit BACKGROUND

INFORMATION FOR SCHOOLS

❑ Four page (or less) Application Proposal

❑ Budget Summary Form

❑ Detailed budget for project using your own budget format

❑ Assurances page, one copy with original signatures

❑ One copy 501 (c) 3 determination letter (if you are an organization and a first-time applicant)

❑ Supporting documents/material reference sheet

❑ Self-addressed, stamped envelope for return of supporting documents/material

Support Material for ARTISTIC MERIT review criteria:
❑ Resumes of key artistic personnel or artists involved in the project (9 copies).
❑ Support material demonstrating current artistic work, such as:

❑ For performing groups or performing artists, as appropriate to your discipline: one 1/2 inch VHS video tape cued 
for a ten-minute screening; one audio cassette cued to a ten-minute selection for music groups (see attached 
“Supporting Document Requirements”). Also include reviews or feature articles from the current year.
❑ For visual arts organizations or visual artists: slides of recent work (see attached “Supporting Documents 
Requirements”), along with(as available) catalogues, publications, and/or reviews of exhibitions. Also include reviews 
or feature articles from the current year.*
❑ For presenting organizations: recent brochures, programs, or other printed materials, including material describing
the organization, facility and performing arts events. Also include reviews or feature articles from the current year.*
❑ For organizations, a one page description of your support for the Rhode Island artists, including the payment of 
fees to Rhode Island artists, if this is not addressed in your narrative material.

Support material for CLARITY/ACHIEVABILITY review criteria:
❑ For organizations, a Board of Directors list, including names, professional/cultural affiliations, expiration of terms,
years on board. (1 copy)
❑ For organizations, resumes and job descriptions of key administrative personnel. In the event of vacancies, provide
a one-page description of the process you will undertake to fill this vacancy and a projected timeline. (9 copies)
❑ For organizations, copy of the most recent financial statement you provide to your board of directors. (1 copy)

Support material for CULTURAL/COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS review criteria:
❑ Examples that show support you have received from individuals or organizations in your community for arts-
related projects (e.g., letters of support from the pastor current participants or beneficiaries, program advertising, 
attendance figures at past events).*

* Note: it is helpful for panelists to each have a copy of support materials to review prior to the application review meeting, but only one copy is required.
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